
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
VILLA GROVE, ILLINOIS 

 
PHONE: 832-5231 

FAX: 832-9348 
 

January 4, 2022 

DECEMBER 26, 2021  JANUARY 2, 2022    
    Worship      64    Offering: $3,436.00 
Worship 106  Sunday School      35   Spendable  3,035.00 
No Sunday School  Sunday Morning Celebration     2 Coffee                1.00 
Offering:  $2,992.00  King’s Kids      3   Benevolence  400.00 
Spendable  2,718.00  Grades 6-8      0 
Benevolence  274.00  High School     5 
    Blessed Believers    10 
    The Fellowship Class   11 
    Chosen Ones   4 

Joe, Deanne, Rianna & Torie Rothermel 
Terry & Lois Naddy 
Carl & Judy Lohmeyer 

The 2022 Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, 
January 16, at 11:00 a.m. in the church auditorium. Sunday 

School classes for ages Jr. High and up will not meet, but the 
younger classes (Sarah Cannon, Sarah Hughes) will meet. 

The 2022 nominees are:  Elder- Bob Dowler 
    Deacon- Seth Shunk 
    Trustees- Rex Duzan, John Dilliner 

David, Christine and Nadia Herschberger are proud to 
announce the birth of RAYLAN JOAS HERSCHBERGER, 
born on January 3. Raylan weighed in at 9 lbs., 5 oz. and 
was 22” long. 
Congratulations to this family on their new addition!! 



Family of Toni Arbuckle- from Allerton 
Family of Scott Arbuckle (Toni’s son)- 43 years old, leaves behind wife, Jennifer, and two kids. Scott died 
two weeks after his father 
Doris Black- home, recovering 
Dave Bliss (Abby (Cassida) Bliss’s father-in-law)- still in the hospital 
Nancy Burkeen (Kate Shunk’s aunt)- cancer 
Frances Dowler- had knee replacement surgery; is still in a great deal of pain 
Sarah Hughes- recovering from COVID-19 
Family of Joyce Kaufmann -sister of Patti Groves’ brother-in-law, Jesse White 
Rick Levine (husband of Cecile Eisenmenger’s friend, Dionne)- pancreatic cancer, had surgery 3 weeks 
ago; is quarantined in Nebraska, so hasn’t been home since beginning of December 
Maria (Toni Cassano’s granddaughter)- heart valve replacement surgery Jan. 19 in Peoria 
Suzie Mason (Phyllis Henderson’s sister)- hospital 
Family of Abby Metheny (wife of Pete Metheny)- passed away Jan. 2 from COVID; they have 2 children, 
Gabby (sophomore) and Marc (8th grade) 
Nayeli (3-year old friend of Holly Wiggam)- hypoglycemia, doing better 
Larry Postlewait (Deanne Rothermel’s cousin by marriage)- mental problems 
Barb Prosser- knee surgery postponed because she has COVID 
Randy Pugh (63-year old friend of Zylstra’s)- passed away from COVID on Christmas Eve 
Joe Rothermel- will have knee replacement surgery on January 12 
Bill Severens (Bob & Vicki Gentry’s brother-in-law)- injured in bad accident, in the hospital in Effingham 
Brittney Walker (Paul & Edna Smith’s step-niece)- had COVID several weeks ago, but suffered a stroke; is 
in Carle Hospital 
John Wax- had kidney surgery in St. Louis on Jan. 4 
John, Chase & Cohen Weaver (Ray’s brother and nephews)- all have COVID-19 

    I appreciate all the cards and prayers during my surgery and recovery. 
    It is so comforting having so many friends praying for me. 
      CHRIS CLARK 
 
    Dear Church Family, 
    Judy & I wish to thank all who sent cards, gave hugs, presented us 
    with gifts and have shown us all manner of kindness during this 
Christmas season. Thank you to the church board and Elders for the monetary Christmas gift. May God 
bless your generosity! 
    MIKE & JUDY ZYLSTRA 
 
Church family, 
We really appreciated all the prayers, cards and calls when my brother, Jim, died. Also, thank you for 
the beautiful poinsettia. 
    TOM & MARGARET BLACK 
 
To my Church Family, 
Thank you so much for the monetary gift given to me at Christmas. It is very thoughtful and much  
appreciated!  Thank you for all the love and support given me over the past 38 years. You are such a 
blessing to me! 

BRENDA ELAM 



THE WAY TO A HAPPY NEW YEAR 
 

To leave the old with a burst of song; 
To recall the right and forgive the wrong; 
To forget the things that bind you fast 
To the vain regrets of the year that’s past; 
To have the strength to let go your hold 
Of the not worthwhile of the days grown old; 
To dare go forth with a purpose true, 
To the unknown task of the year that’s new; 
To help your brother along the road, 
To do his work and lift his load; 
To add your gift to the world’s good cheer, 
Is to have and to give a Happy New Year. 

AUTHOR UNKNOWN 

A PRAYER FOR JANUARY 
 
God of the years that lie behind us, 
Lord of the years that stretch before, 
Weaver of all the ties that bind us, 
Keeper and King of the open door; 
Grant us hope and a courage glowing 
White and pure as the stars above; 
Grant us faith in a full stream flowing, 
From the heights of Your eternal love. 
Out of the ruins of doubt and sorrow, 
Out of the aches and pain and tears, 
Help us to fashion a new tomorrow, 
Free from the anguish of blighting fears. 
And through the seasons of sowing and reaping, 
All through the harvest of song and tears, 
Hold us close in Your tender keeping, 
O Maker of all New Years! 

AUTHOR UNKNOWN 

My thanks to Margaret Black, for sharing these 
lovely poems.   BRENDA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Coffee Fix/Cleanup      West Door Greeters     South Door Greeters 
 
January 9 Bob & Cindy Thomas       Joe & Fran Waldrop      Janice Thode  
 
January 16 Mike & Judy Zylstra       Judi Lock        Margaret Black 
 
January 23 Sara Williamson        Dennis Williamson       Janice Thode 
 
January 30 John & Linda Dilliner         Rex & Jan Duzan        Bob Dowler 



Worship Service 9:30 a.m.  Sunday School  10:45 a.m. 
Greeters: Joe & Fran Waldrop (West); Janice Thode (South) 
Serving: S. Shunk, D. Hughes, D. Shunk, B. Akers 
Coffee Fix & Cleanup: Bob & Cindy Thomas 
 
Elder-On-Call for January: JERRY HUGHES (369-5495) 
 

Mission of the Week: VILLA GROVE MINISTERIAL ALLIANCE 
       Villa Grove & Camargo, Illinois 
       Villa Grove & Camargo Ministers 
 
 

REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 
Beverly Heflin 
Tuscola Health Care Center 
1203 Egyptian Trail 
Tuscola, IL  61953 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Website:  www.fccvg.com
Church E-mail: fccvg@frontier.com 
Minister: Mike Zylstra 
Home Phone: 681-1034 
Mike’s E-mail: fccvgmin@frontier.com 
Secretary: Brenda Elam 
Office Hours: 10:00-12:00/12:00-4:30 (M, T, Th) 
 
Elders: 
Elmer Decker Jerry Hughes 
John Dilliner Steve Lacine 
Bob Dowler Joe Rothermel 
 

The Lord’s Will be Done 
1/4/2022 

 

Years ago, I was going through our kids’ toy box and I came across a flexible tube made of bamboo. I  
immediately recognized it as a gag gift known as the Chinese finger trap. It looked quite flimsy, so I stuck 
one forefinger in each end… and… immediately was “trapped.” The harder I pulled the more trapped I 
was. Only when I relaxed and stopped pulling could I be freed. 
 

I was reminded of that as I read Acts 21. The chapter describes Paul’s voyage back to Jerusalem. The 
text lists several ports where the ship stopped. A couple times Paul met with believers and they urgently 
tried to dissuade him from returning to Jerusalem. Finally, (vs. 13) Paul seems to be fed up these fellow 
Christians struggling to prevent him from doing the Lord’s work. He tells them that he is not only ready to 
be bound for spreading the gospel, but to die if need be. The reply of the people is remarkable. Vs. 14 
says, When he would not be dissuaded, we gave up and said, “The Lord’s will be done.” 
 

Don’t read that as someone saying, “Whatever! You’re going to do what you want anyway.” NO, these 
believers stopped struggling against God’s will. How often do we struggle against God’s will? Why do we 
balk at seeking forgiveness? Why do we cringe from loving those who spitefully use us? Why do we  
refrain from praying, reading his word, being immersed into him, joining together with others in worship 
and any number of things God has asked us to do? Why do we believe our plans are better than God’s 
plan?  
 

Only when we stop trying to force our way, give up and submit to the Lord, will we be free.  
 

Mike 
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