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January 11, 2022 

 JANUARY 9, 2022    
 Worship      54   Offering: $2675.00 Sunday Morning Celebration     2 
 Sunday School      37     King’s Kids      5  
        Grades 6-8      2 
        High School     1 
        Blessed Believers    12 
        The Fellowship Class   11 
        Chosen Ones   4 

The 2022 Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, 
January 16, at 11:00 a.m. in the church auditorium. Sunday 
School classes for ages Jr. High and up will not meet, but the 
younger classes (Sarah Cannon, Sarah Hughes) will meet. 
The 2022 nominees are:  Elder- Bob Dowler 
    Deacon- Seth Shunk 
    Trustees- Rex Duzan, John Dilliner 
If you have a report to be in the Annual Meeting packet, please 
turn it in to the office before Friday, January 14. THANKS! 

SEE THE SIGN-UP SHEET ON THE BULLETIN BOARD, IF YOU ARE  
INTERESTED IN ATTENDING. THE CHURCH WILL PAY THE REGISTRATION 

FEE. LUNCH IS INCLUDED WITH REGISTRATION. 



Nancy Burkeen (Kate Shunk’s aunt)- cancer 
Glenda Case- not feeling well 
Sydney Eisenmenger- leaving for Italy next Sunday- semester of study abroad 
Sarah Hughes- recovering from COVID-19; is on full-time oxygen 
Jill and Jeff (Jana Kelly’s sister and brother-in-law)- Jill has lung damage and COVID19; Jeff was to have 
surgery Monday, which may have been cancelled 
Rick Levine (husband of Cecile Eisenmenger’s co-worker, Dionne)- had surgery for pancreatic cancer 3 
weeks ago; the couple are quarantined in Nebraska (since December) and want to get home 
Suzie Mason (Phyllis Henderson’s sister)- hospital 
Ruth Ann Myers (Glenda Case’s sister)- had surgery on Tuesday to remove two cancer spots on her neck 
Joe Rothermel- had a positive COVID test, so knee surgery postponed until February 23 
John Wax (Brenda Logan’s dad)- successful surgery on one kidney; more surgery will be scheduled. He 
needs to stay COVID-free. 

 
 
 
 

Dear church family, 
Thank you so much for the huge, beautiful Christmas cactus for my mom’s passing. I will do 
my best to get it to bloom! Also, thanks to all who sent cards, called, texted and prayed.  
Everything has been so appreciated! 

JANET CASSIDA 

Thursday, January 13- 1:00 p.m.  The ladies of Women’s Christian Fellowship will 
meet together for a luncheon at the church.  
2:00 p.m.  Women’s Christian Fellowship January meeting (following lunch) 
 
 
Sunday, January 16- 6:00 p.m.  Youth Group will meet at the church 
 
 
Wednesday, January 19-  6:00 p.m.   Elders meeting 
    7:30 p.m.  Board meeting 



Worship Service 9:30 a.m.   No Sunday School   
Greeters: Judi Lock (West); Margaret Black (South) 
Serving: K. Elam, P. Eisenmenger, M. Hughes, R. Duzan 
Coffee Fix & Cleanup: Mike & Judy Zylstra 
 
Elder-On-Call for January: JERRY HUGHES (369-5495) 
 

Mission of the Week: RURAL GRACE FELLOWSHIP 
         (Food Pantry 
        Murdock, Illinois 
       Stevie Shearer, Contact Person 
 
REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 
Della Mae Frahm 
811 Timmons Drive 
Tuscola, IL  61953 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Website:  www.fccvg.com
Church E-mail: fccvg@frontier.com 
Minister: Mike Zylstra 
Home Phone: 681-1034 
Mike’s E-mail: fccvgmin@frontier.com 
Secretary: Brenda Elam 
Office Hours: 10:00-12:00/12:00-4:30 (M, T, Th) 
 
Elders: 
Elmer Decker Jerry Hughes 
John Dilliner Steve Lacine 
Bob Dowler Joe Rothermel 
 

Clay and the Potter 
1/11/2021 

 

My wife, knowing my “bucket list,” gave me a certificate to take a pottery class. Eight novice potters,  
gathered in the High School art room, to try to mold a lump of clay into something. My goal was to “throw” 
something on a potter’s wheel. 
 

The first evening we learned about clay, how to prepare it, how to damage it, the tools to use and how to 
attach pieces together. Then, we got our hands dirty. The instructor left us to our own devices and  
creativity. She offered techniques, but never told us what to make. We flattened, rolled, cut, shaped, and 
became comfortable with clay. We couldn’t begin a project, as time wouldn’t allow us to complete it that 
evening. A half-finished project would dry out in the week between classes, and the effort wasted. 
 

The next week was more of the same. By the third week, I was able to complete a vase. I glazed it and it 
was fired during the week. For the last three classes, I focused on the potter’s wheel. That fourth class 
was filled with a half-dozen failures and a ruined lump of clay. During the 5th class, I did it. I “threw” a small 
bowl. A bit lopsided but not too noticeable. I glazed it purple. My six weeks of effort produced a vase and 
a bowl. 
 

When I see them, I am reminded of Isaiah’s words (Isaiah 64:8) “Yet, O Lord, you are our Father. We are 
the clay, and you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand.” 
 

I am the clay!!! Clay does nothing. It doesn’t offer suggestions or make deals with the potter. It is  
completely under the creative design of another and submits. A good potter cares for the clay, so it 
doesn’t dry out and become useless. God does that. The clay has no say in its final form, and it cannot 
make itself into anything. It is a lump of clay. I am the clay!!! I must yield to God. I must be okay with how 
He wants to use me in His kingdom. And, my God always does what is good. He loves the clay. 

Mike 
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