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October 26, 2021 

OCTOBER 24, 2021    Sunday School  53   
      Sunday Morning Celebration 3 
Worship Service 71   King’s Kids   7 
      Grades 6-8   2 
Offering $5,437.00   High School   5 
Spendable  5,173.00   Blessed Believers  11 
Benevolence        264.00   The Fellowship Class  18  

                 Chosen Ones   5 

There is a box for monetary donations in the church auditorium for our  
“In-Thanksgiving” Project. If you don’t have any items to donate, the group will  
appreciate monetary donations. You can still bring in Christian materials for this 

project. Questions? Contact Judy Zylstra. 

The Villa Grove United Methodist Church will 
be hosting a Community “Trunk or Treat” on 
Saturday, October 30, from 2:00-4:00 p.m. in 
their parking lot. This is for our entire  
community! 
**If anyone would like to donate a bag of candy 
for the Trunk or Treat, please bring it to Mike, 
or put it in his office by Wednesday.** 

Sarah Hughes’ voice students will be having a recital on Friday, October 29, at 
6:30 p.m. at the church. Her students will be presenting vocal selections and  

presenting some skits. Everyone is invited to come! 



Nancy Burkeen (Kate Shunk’s aunt)- successful surgery last week 
Family of Pat Cannon- Curt Cannon’s stepmother 
Christine Clark- visited Barnes Hospital; is on liver transplant list 
Steve Lacine- waiting for approval for treatment for autoimmune disease 
Connie Prosser- Stage 4 pancreatic and liver cancer; prognosis is not good 
Zach Ritter (Joyce Ritter’s son)- COVID-19 
Davin Smith (Brad & Maryanna’s grandson)- home, doing well; will return to school after  
Christmas vacation 
Family of Ruby Smith- Brad Smith’s mom; funeral was Tuesday 
John Waldrop- weaker, struggling with other health issues 
John Wax (Brenda Logan’s dad)- still in hospital; kidney numbers going up instead of down 

Lincoln Christian University will be presenting “Christmas in the 
Chapel” for 2021 on the first weekend of December. Their play is 
entitled, “A Schmaltzmark Christmas.” 
 
We will be taking a group on Saturday, December 4 for the 
2:30pm show. A sign-up sheet will be on the bulletin board for 
anyone who would like to go with the group. Tickets are $12 for 
adults and $6 for students (grade 12 and under). Masks will be 
worn by all attendees. We need to purchase the tickets as soon 
as possible, so be sure to sign-up this Sunday! 

This Sunday is our “Fifth Sunday Family 
Worship” time! Judy Zylstra has planned 
a great service with lots of music,  
scripture, a skit and special music, all 
about how God leads us through our life.  
Join us for this special service! 



Service at the church building on October 31, 2021, 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School, 10:45-11:30 a.m. 
Greeters: Judi Lock (West); Margaret Black (South) 
Serving: S. Shunk, T. Naddy, K. Elam, M. Hughes 
Coffee Fix & Cleanup:  Bob Dowler & Ray Weaver 
 

Elder-On-Call for October: ELMER DECKER (832-8589) 
 

Mission of the Week: Axiom Christian- University of Illinois 
       Urbana/Champaign, Illinois   
       Aaron Bird, Axiom Director 
 
REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 
Nina Boyer 
Brookstone Estates, Room 42 
146 Brookstone E St. 
Paris, IL  61942 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Website:  www.fccvg.com
Church E-mail: fccvg@frontier.com 
Minister: Mike Zylstra 
Home Phone: 681-1034 
Mike’s E-mail: fccvgmin@frontier.com 
Secretary: Brenda Elam 
Office Hours: 10:00-12:00/12:00-4:30 (M, T, Th) 
 
Elders: 
Elmer Decker Jerry Hughes 
John Dilliner Steve Lacine 
Bob Dowler Joe Rothermel 
 

On Horror, Scaring, Terror and Fear 
10/26/21 

 

In just a few days, the world will celebrate Halloween. Costumes are prepared, bags of candy readied, 
pumpkins carved, houses decorated, and parties planned. Anyone can “Google” the history of  
Halloween. So, I won’t write about it here. I will say that some form of celebrating ghosts, pranks,  
frightening activities, costumes, offering treats to ward off evil, and many of the practices of Halloween 
go back to pagan practices before Jesus lived on earth.  
 

God has always been concerned with our fallen nature’s fascination with fear, death, ghosts, terror, and 
spirits of the dark world. Deuteronomy 18:12 says that consulting mediums or channeling the dead is 
detestable to God. Throughout the Mosaic law, God forbids His people from having anything to do with 
sorcery, witchcraft, mediums, necromancers, psychic reading and fortune telling. And yet, the mere fact 
that they existed show how humans are drawn to things that scare them and terrorize their soul.  
 

Hollywood knows this about human nature. Some of the earliest movies ever made were horror flicks. To 
get everyone involved, the media has made these evil practices palatable by inventing friendly ghosts 
like Casper. Or pretty witches like Samantha on “Bewitched.” They have made comedies like 
“Ghostbusters” and spoofs like “Young Frankenstein.” And yet, God is still concerned with our interest in 
terror and fear. 
 

Someone calculated that the phrase “Do not fear” or “Do not be afraid” or similar content appears 365 
times in the Bible. I don’t know if that is true. But, I like the idea of God reminding me every day that with 
Him, I have nothing to fear. Believers don’t need to fear wars, pestilence, pandemics, betrayals,  
government mandates, false teachers, or anything associated with the dark forces of this world. Our God 
of peace has conquered these things. So… set your mind on things above and flee from the terrors of 
the night. 
 

Mike 
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