
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
VILLA GROVE, ILLINOIS 

 
PHONE: 832-5231 

FAX: 832-9348 
 

September 7, 2021 

SEPTEMBER 5, 2021 
Worship Attendance: 73  Sunday School: 46 
     Sunday Morning Celebration  5 
Offering:    King’s Kids    5 
Spendable   $3,488.00   Grades 6-8    3 
Memorial         150.00   High School    2 
TOTAL:        $3,638.00   Blessed Believers   13 
     Chosen Ones    8 
     The Fellowship    10 
                   

     

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8-- 6:00 p.m.  Elders meeting; 7:30 p.m.  Board meeting 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9-- 10:00 a.m.  Adult Craft Hour and Peace Meal Lunch at the Zest for 
Life Center, Villa Grove; open to anyone 60 years of age and older, fellowship, crafting and a  
complimentary meal 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9-- 6:30 p.m.  Women’s Christian Fellowship, at the church 

Thank you for all the cards and prayers for us and our family. 
STEVEN & LORA GORDON 

 
Thank you to all the congregation for all the prayers and support. 
Thank you, Mike, for providing the service for Dale. We love our 
church family. 

PHYLLIS, LAUREN & JOHN HENDERSON 
 

We would like to say thank you so very much to all who have 
prayed, sent cards and shared condolences with us and our family 
during the illness and passing of our son, Aaron Ewing. The love 
and care means so much to us! 

DALE & JANICE EWING & FAMILY 



Family of Jim Cotter- friend of Dave & Seth Shunk; Jim’s mother passed away on the day of his 
visitation- please keep this family in your prayers 
Cumberland Schools- have closed because of 73 cases of COVID-19 
David & Patsy Paluczak (Joyce Ritter’s cousins)- recovered from COVID-19 and are back to 
work 
Janet Paluczak (Joyce Ritter’s cousin)- new cancer treatment is helping 
Cheri & Blake Thode- Cheri had a kidney transplant and her son, Blake, donated the kidney 
Joann & Karen Thode (Janice Thode’s sister-in-law and niece)- both have COVID-19 
Greg Watson- neuropathy in his legs and hands 
John Wax (Brenda Logan’s dad)- back to Pleasant Meadows Senior Living, on antibiotics 

Glenda Case has access to a used lift chair that 
functions and is available for FREE to someone 
who can use it. If you can use it, or you know of 
someone who can, please contact Glenda at 
(719)502-45581, or talk with her at church. 

Wednesday night Bible Study will 
resume on Wednesday, Sept. 15, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall 
at the church. The group will be 
continuing the Ray Vander Laan 
series, “That the World May 
Know.” 



Service at the church building on September 12, 2021, 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School, 10:45-11:30 a.m. 
Greeters: Glenda Case (West); Sara Williamson (South) 
Serving: S. Sinkes, K. Elam, D. Logan, K. Logan 
Coffee Fix: B. Elam   Coffee Clean-up: B. Elam 
 

Elder-On-Call for September: JOE ROTHERMEL (834-3346) 
 

Mission of the Week: INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
    MISSIONS (ICOM) 
                                     Clayton, Indiana 
       David Empson, Executive Director 
REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 
Nina Boyer 
Brookstone Estates, Room 42 
146 Brookstone E St. 
Paris, IL  61944 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Website:  www.fccvg.com
Church E-mail: fccvg@frontier.com 
Minister: Mike Zylstra 
Home Phone: 681-1034 
Mike’s E-mail: fccvgmin@frontier.com 
Secretary: Brenda Elam 
Office Hours: 10:00-12:00/12:00-4:30 (M, T, Th, F) 
 
Elders: 
Elmer Decker Jerry Hughes 
John Dilliner Steve Lacine 
Bob Dowler Joe Rothermel 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Change: Do we Embrace it or Resist It? 
9/7/2021 

 

“All change is painful and full of effort.” That was how my psychology professor began his lecture on the 
topic of change. Then he added, “Change will not occur until the pain of staying the same is greater than 
the pain of change.” 
 

Life exists within change. Natural changes happen and we don’t think about them. Humans grow and 
change from conception to death. Seasons change, and have done so since God invented time. Our 
mental capacity changes as we reason, think, and learn. New experiences force us to change our  
understanding. Some resist change, believing change is evil. Others refuse to put in the effort to change. 
 

Remember the musical Fiddler on the Roof? Tevye, the papa, realizes that his life is changing. He must 
decide if he can fit the changes into his world. First, a daughter wants to marry for love rather than  
arrangement. A second daughter marries and moves away. Finally, Tevye’s third daughter wants to wed 
outside the Jewish faith. This change is more than he can bear. He disowns his daughter after she 
elopes. By the end of the show, the pain of being without his daughter is more than the pain of her  
marrying a Russian. We’ve all been at that crossroads. Is holding onto our tradition worth destroying a 
relationship?  
 

One of the important characteristics of God is that he doesn’t change. In Malachi 3:6, God says of  
himself, “For I the Lord do not change;” There are many other verses that describe God’s immutability. 
He is the same yesterday, today and forever. His word is perfect and never changes. His very name “I 
AM” means God never changes. This is why it is necessary for us to repent, to change, to turn to God, to 
allow the Holy Spirit to bring us into line with God’s will. Our decision will have eternal consequences.  
 

Mike 
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