
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
VILLA GROVE, ILLINOIS 

 
PHONE: 832-5231 

FAX: 832-9348 
 

June 29, 2021 

JUNE 27, 2021 
 

Worship Attendance: 80   Offering:   Spendable  $3,190.00 
Sunday School:  59   Memorial (Dowler)    1,350.00       
Sun. Morning Celebration 6      Benevolence        221.00 
King’s Kids   3                             TOTAL    $4,761.00 
Gr. 6-8 3           
High School    4          
Blessed Believers   19     
The Fellowship   14     
Chosen Ones    10                 
 

Everyone is invited to a Memorial Service for Sherrill 
Shunk on Saturday, July 10, at 11:00 a.m. at the Arthur 
Mennonite Church, 710 E. Park St., Arthur, Illinois. 
There will be a short greeting time following the service, 
and a lunch will be provided by the Mennonite Church. 
Please join us in this time to remember Sherrill. 

 
THE SHUNK FAMILY 

Community Vacation Bible School 
July 18-22     6:45-8:00 p.m. 

First Christian Church, Villa Grove 
 

**We need 2-3 more “party” tents (4 poles and a roof)-  
call Karen Williamson, or the church. 
 
**Please save your 12 oz. or 16 oz. plastic water bottles (no 
water, please) for a VBS craft. (Note: we prefer Aquafina or 
Dasani, but we will take anything!) Please wash the bottles 
and lids, and deposit them in the bin in the coat room. 
Thanks for your help!! 



Doris Black- home, recovering from a heart attack 
Nancy Burkeen (Kate Shunk’s aunt)- cancer 
Family of Craig Chapman- friend of Joyce Ritter 
Elmer Decker- had leg surgery on Monday, at Carle Hospital 
Derek Duzan- spinal surgery went well; awaiting rehab, followed by hip surgery 
Kent Elam- procedure on Wednesday at Carle 
Jan Elkin- Carle Hospital 
Dale Henderson (Phyllis Henderson’s father-in-law)- Carle Hospital, health is failing 
Connie Macedo (Sandy Moses’ sister)- gallbladder surgery on Thursday 
Miso (school friend of Bradley Lacine)- in Carle Hospital with brain aneurism 
Daren Moses (Sandy Moses’ husband)- rotator cuff surgery on Wednesday 
Tammy Rocke (friend of Sarah Cannon)- her cancer has returned, a brain tumor this time 
Vacation Bible School- July 18-22  

The First Christian Church of Villa Grove, 
Thank you for your support and encouragement through cards and 
gifts over the past few weeks. And, thank you for your thoughts and 
prayers. 

DUNCAN HUGHES 
 

My family and I are forever humbled and grateful for the prayers, 
phone calls, cards and visits to mom over the last several months. 
We appreciate the wonderful message Mike had Monday. The music 
by Linda and Brenda was inspiring. All the kind words from everyone 
were welcomed. Thank you for everything. 

In Christ’s love, 
THE DOWLER FAMILY 

There will be no SON TIMES published next week (7/6). 
 
Thursday, July 8, 6:30pm  Women’s Christian Fellowship 
 
Wednesday, July 13, 6:30pm  Elders meeting 
            7:30pm  Board meeting 
 



Service at the church building on July 4, 2021, 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School, 10:45-11:30 a.m. 
Greeter:  BOB DOWLER 
Servers: CURT CANNON & DUNCAN HUGHES 
 
 

Elder-On-Call for July: JOHN DILLINER  (217-621-9807) 
 

Mission of the Week: CHRISTIAN MISSION TO THE ORIENT 
       Chang Mai, Thailand 
       Abel & Ruth Sairanttanyu, Missionaries 
   
REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 
Nina Boyer 
Brookstone Estates, Room 42 
146 Brookstone E St. 
Paris, IL  61944 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Website:  www.fccvg.com
Church E-mail: fccvg@frontier.com 
Minister: Mike Zylstra 
Home Phone: 681-1034 
Mike’s E-mail: fccvgmin@frontier.com 
Secretary: Brenda Elam 
Office Hours: 10:00-12:00/12:00-4:30 (T, Th, F) 
 
Elders: 
Elmer Decker Jerry Hughes 
John Dilliner Steve Lacine 
Bob Dowler Joe Rothermel 
 

And they Lived Happily Ever After! 
6/29/2021 

 
We know the stories. Prince Charming is in a battle against the wickedness that faces him. The battle is 
intense. At one point all looks lost. With one last surge of energy good triumphs over evil and the damsel 
in distress is rescued. The couple ride to the castle to be married and to “Live happily ever after.” 
“Happily ever after” is a great storyline for a fairytale. It is also a Biblical truth. 
 
Scripture reminds us that Jesus (the hero) is in a cosmic battle against Satan and the forces of evil. Why? 
To rescue His fair maiden (the church.) He does this out of love. God loves us with an inexhaustible,  
inexpressible, everlasting love. Jesus fights for our freedom because sin has so easily entangled us. We 
are held captive by death and the grave. We cannot free ourselves. 
 
During the fight, evil seemed to have defeated our hero, when Jesus died on the cross things looked 
bleak. Three days later, with a great burst of strength, Jesus rose from the dead and dealt a final, crushing 
blow to the enemy. Death was conquered, the enemy defeated and our Prince of Peace, embattled and 
scarred, held his sword victoriously.  
 
He comes to his rescued maiden and together they ride off to the castle where he intends to express his 
love to her. The book of Revelation describes that day as the wedding feast of the lamb. What a grand 
and glorious day that will be. The consummation of God’s love will result in our everlasting freedom, our 
eternal hope, our happily ever after.  
 
It isn’t a fable or a myth. God will not force us to live happily ever after. Why would anyone say, “No thank 
you?” 
 

   Mike 

http://www.fccvg.com
mailto:fccvg@frontier.com
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