
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
VILLA GROVE, ILLINOIS 

 
PHONE: 832-5231 

FAX: 832-9348 
 

May 4, 2021 

MAY 2, 2021 
 

                 Attendance:  64  Offering:  $6105.64 
 

 

Nancy Burkeen (Kate Shunk’s aunt)-  surgery May 11 to remove tumors in her lungs 
Paul, Scott & Morgan Coombs (Brad & Maryanna’s son-in-law & grandsons)- COVID-19 
David Kelly (Bob Kelly’s brother)- pain near kidneys; having tests 
Steve Lacine- recovering from surgery, and his sight is coming back 
Family of Susan Matthews- Ray Weaver’s sister 
Mrs. Miller (Cindy Reno’s mom)- in the hospital, doing much better 
Praise! Birth of James Shull,  newborn son of Julie & Martin Shull; James is Glenda Case’s 9th 
great-grandchild! 
Edna Waldrop- arthritis in right knee 
Barb Watson- ER visit, diagnosed with diverticulitis; Greg is dealing with low blood sugar 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 
 

2021 Community Vacation Bible School 
 

Dates:  July 18-22 
Time:  6:45-8:00 p.m. nightly 

Place: First Christian Church, Villa Grove 
Theme: Mystery Island 

Wednesday, May 12-- 6:30 p.m.  Elders meeting 
           7:30 p.m.  Board meeting 
 
Thursday, May 13-- 6:30 p.m. Women’s Christian  
                                                                Fellowship 



Service at the church building on May 9, 2021 
Greeter:  CURT CANNON 
 

Wednesday (5/5) 7:00 p.m.  Bible Study 
 

Elder-On-Call for May: BOB DOWLER (217-549-9791 
 

Mission of the Week: LINCOLN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY 
      Lincoln, Illinois 
      Dr. Silas McCormick, President 
        
REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 
Juanita Dowler (at home) 
517 N. Richman 
Villa Grove, IL  61956 
(217)832-5811 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Website:  www.fccvg.com
Church E-mail: fccvg@frontier.com 
Minister: Mike Zylstra 
Home Phone: 681-1034 
Mike’s E-mail: fccvgmin@frontier.com 
Secretary: Brenda Elam 
Office Hours: 10:00-12:00/12:00-4:30 (T, Th, F) 
 
Elders: 
Elmer Decker Jerry Hughes 
John Dilliner Steve Lacine 
Bob Dowler Joe Rothermel 
 

 
 
 

Differences Make Us Family 
5/4/2021 

 
In 2002, a movie was released called Ice Age. Since then, four other 
sequels have graced the large screen. Wikipedia offers a synopsis of 
the plot (edited). Sid is a goofy sloth left behind by his family and the 
herds of mammals journeying south. He meets Manny, a cynical 
woolly mammoth, and decides to follow him, much to Manny’s  
disdain. Along the way, the pair come across a woman who has 
jumped down a waterfall to protect her child from a saber-toothed 
tiger attack. She silently pushes the infant toward Manny and Sid  

before disappearing into the water. The two decide to search for the child’s father and return the baby to 
him. However, Soto, leader of the sabers, instructs his second in command, Diego, to bring the baby to 
him so he can kill it in revenge on the humans. Diego comes across Manny and Sid and, since they  
refuse to just give him the child, he pretends to lead them towards the baby’s tribe. Soto and the rest of 
the pack wait to ambush them. During the journey the trio bonds over the infant and Diego must  
ultimately decide where his loyalties lie. 
 
Sloth, mammoth, saber-toothed tiger and human. Can a group be any more different? If you are talking 
about the church then, yes. In fact, God seems to require diversity. Jew, Gentile, male, female, rich, poor, 
slave, or free; that’s who God wants in His family. God loves blending different gifts, experiences, and 
personalities into a unit. He relishes the fact that we need each other, that we must be interdependent 
and supportive of each other.  
 
Differences are scary. It took quite some time before Manny trusted Diego. If predator and prey can be 
family, no distinctive is too big for God to overcome. 
 

Mike 
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