
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
VILLA GROVE, ILLINOIS 

 
PHONE: 832-5231 

FAX: 832-9348 
 

April 13, 2021 

APRIL 11, 2021 
 
 

 Attendance: 73   Total Offering:  $3,051.00 
      Spendable          3,046.00 
      Benevolence             5.00  

Wednesday, April 14, 6:30 p.m.  Elders Meeting 
             7:30 p.m.  Board Meeting 

Family of Doris Bretz 
Ali Burke (great-granddaughter of Pete & Linda Lake, granddaughter of Randy Lake)- born last 
Wednesday night, has very serious medical issues 
Nancy Burkeen (Kate Shunk’s aunt)- colon & lung cancer 
Lester & Charlotte Dowler (Bob Dowler’s cousins, Arizona)- COVID-19 
Jerry English (Vicki Gentry’s brother)- COVID-19; has 30% breathing capacity 
Norma Johnson (Maryanna Smith’s sister)- eye not totally open, blurry; saw doctor last week 
Steve Lacine- sees doctor this week to lift restrictions 
Fred & Diana Metheny- Fred in ICU after stroke; Diana has cancer 
Debbie Rahn (neighbor of Cannon’s)- cancer no longer in remission 
Shirley Waldrop- cancer is only in kidney (hasn’t spread) 
Randi Johnson (Hal & Holly Wiggam’s daughter)- nerve issues in arms; had surgery on Monday 

 

FCC raised $1000 as part of our “In-Thanksgiving” event last November. 
These photos show some of what Crisis Pregnancy Center purchased  

with our gift to them. 



Service at the church building on April 18, 2021 
Greeter:  FRAN WALDROP 
 

Wednesday (4/21) 7:00 p.m.  Bible Study (next week) 
 

Elder-On-Call for April: ELMER DECKER (832-8589) 
 

Mission of the Week: CHOICES PREGNANCY & HEALTH 
       Charleston, Illinois 
        Chris Bugle, Executive Director 
        
REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 
John & Shirley Waldrop 
Brookstone Estates, Apt. 15 
1106 E. Northline Rd. 
Tuscola, IL  61953 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Website:  www.fccvg.com
Church E-mail: fccvg@frontier.com 
Minister: Mike Zylstra 
Home Phone: 681-1034 
Mike’s E-mail: fccvgmin@frontier.com 
Secretary: Brenda Elam 
Office Hours: 10:00-12:00/12:00-4:30 (T, Th, F) 
 
Elders: 
Elmer Decker Jerry Hughes 
John Dilliner Steve Lacine 
Bob Dowler Joe Rothermel 
 

Another Missed Opportunity 
4/13/2021 

 

From 1965 to 1970 Don Adams starred in a TV show called Get Smart. He played the role of a clumsy spy 
named Maxwell Smart. One of the famous catch-phrases from the show is, “Missed it by that much.” 
 
Those words come to mind when I think of Pontius Pilate dealing with Jesus. Pilate had a golden  
opportunity to do what was right. To hear the truth from the one who is truth. To bow before the real King 
of everything. To release someone who truly was innocent. To learn at the feet of the greatest teacher 
ever. EXCEPT, the voices flooding his head got in his way. His pride, his fears, his self-importance, his 
desire to hold on to his earthly position, and his dedication to Rome all got in his way. They were all  
distractions from Satan. And Pilate missed the opportunity “by that much.” 
 
When it comes to being a Christian, we know that God intends believers to be “all-in” for Christ. We are to 
serve him whole-heartedly. There is no room for a half-hearted attempt. Close may count in horseshoes 
and hand grenades, but it doesn’t count in being a believer. Almost being a Christian is the same as not 
being one at all. We can’t sit on the fence. We can’t play in both worlds. We can’t rationalize that our sinful 
choices aren’t as bad as other people’s. God wants us to love him with our whole heart, soul, mind and 
strength. Not sometimes, but always. 
 
At the judgment, God wants to say of us, “Well done good and faithful servant.” You will never hear him 
say, “You were close and nearly gave your life to me. That’s good enough.” 
 
Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your ancestors worshiped… 
and serve the Lord.  Joshua 24:14 
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