
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
VILLA GROVE, ILLINOIS 

 
PHONE: 832-5231 

FAX: 832-9348 
 

March 16, 2021 

MARCH 14, 2021 
 

Attendance: 63   Total Offering:  $5194.00 
     Spendable      5144.00 
     Benevolence         20.00 
     Memorial          30.00 

The annual  Preschool Screening, sponsored by the 
Villa Grove Schools, will be held in our building on 
Thursday, March 18 (12:00-6:30 p.m.) and Friday, 
March 19 (8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.). 

Dear First Christian Church Youth Group, 
Thank you so much for your food donations to the school 
Snack Pack Program! Your generosity helps many families in 
our school district. It is greatly appreciated!! 

Thank you again, 
 THE SNACK PACK COMMITTEE 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ERIN SHUNK, 
MARCH 2021 VILLA GROVE HIGH SCHOOL 

“SENIOR OF THE MONTH” !!! 



Nina Boyer- moved to Brookstone Estates, 146 Brookstone E Street, Paris, IL  61944 
Nancy Burkeen (Kate Shunk’s aunt)- colon and lung cancer 
Janet Cassida- successful cornea transplant; is recuperating at home 
Jerry English (Vicki Gentry’s brother)- in a Decatur hospital with many health issues 
Norma Johnson (Maryanna Smith’s sister)- had retina repair surgery and has been unable to 
see out of the affected eye; laying on her stomach has given her sinus problems and nausea 
Joyce Montgomery (Glenda Case’s daughter)- doing well, all tubes out, hopefully going home 
today (Tuesday) 
Lois Naddy- back surgery on Wednesday at Sarah Bush Hospital 
Danny & Sheila Stevens (Camargo neighbors of John Klucinskas)- both have COVID-19; Sheila 
is in the hospital, also has blood pressure issues 
Steve Vollmer (friend of Joyce Ritter, Atwood)- esophageal cancer 
Greg Watson (Barb Watson’s husband)- cat scan revealed cloudy lungs, may be COVID-related 

This past year has changed many of us in unexpected ways, and for us, one of those changes 
is a desire to worship with our family here in Urbana, where we live. Unfortunately, it comes at 
a cost of leaving a congregation of fellow members whom we love and cherish. We have 
enjoyed many years of service to our Lord at First Christian Church in Villa Grove, and we will 
miss you. 
 
Please know that you have not seen the last of us; we intend to return for special events 
throughout the year. God bless each and every one of you as we all are serving the same God 
and working toward the same goal! 
 

MATT & BONNIE STANTON 



Service at the church building on March 21,  9:30 a.m. 
Greeter:  SARAH CANNON 
Wednesday (3/17) 7:00 p.m.  Bible Study 
 
Elder-On-Call for March: JOE ROTHERMEL (834-3346) 
 

Mission of the Week: RURAL GRACE FOOD PANTRY 
       Murdock, Illinois 
      Stevie Shearer, Contact Person 
 
REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 
Juanita Dowler 
517 N. Richman 
Villa Grove, IL  61956 
(217)832-5811 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Website:  www.fccvg.com
Church E-mail: fccvg@frontier.com 
Minister: Mike Zylstra 
Home Phone: 681-1034 
Mike’s E-mail: fccvgmin@frontier.com 
Secretary: Brenda Elam 
Office Hours: 10:00-12:00/12:00-4:30 (T, Th, F) 
 
Elders: 
Elmer Decker Jerry Hughes 
John Dilliner Steve Lacine 
Bob Dowler Joe Rothermel 
 

Spring is Coming! 
3/16/2021 

 

Saturday is the first day of spring. The days are getting longer. The temperatures are rising. The song-
birds are returning. The flowers and trees are budding. The ground is warming up which makes the  
farmers anxious to get into the field, and the gardeners itchy to plant their vegetables. Spring seems to 
give people a more positive mood. 
 

After the cold, cloudy, snowy, dreary, dormant days of winter, spring proclaims optimism and a promise of 
days where we can open windows and let fresh air into the house. Spring brings out the joggers, walkers 
and bike riders. Everyone is soaking up the vitamins from the powerful sunshine. No wonder spring is 
loved by so many. 
 

Spring is also the time for the first big family holiday, Easter. Families look forward to egg hunts, baskets 
loaded with goodies, Easter clothes, ham dinners and lots of laughter. There may even be a chick, bunny 
or newly born lamb to cuddle. It’s a fun time. So much so that we often forget that Easter wasn’t very fun 
for Jesus. 
 

Easter was necessary, but anything but fun. Jesus even battled a desire to not participate in what was 
ahead of him. He knew that Easter would be a time of betrayal, lies, abandonment, beatings, crucifixion, 
death and sadness. It would be a time when his disciples hid from Jewish authorities and grieved the 
death of their Rabbi. There would be confusion and questions. 
 

Yet, out of all that horribleness, the resurrection would happen. Out of death would come life. Out of  
hopelessness would come a promise fulfilled. Out of darkness would come light.  
 

As hope-filled as spring is… for the Christian, spring should always remind us of our hope in our risen 
Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Mike 
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