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             ATTENDANCE            OFFERING 
      12-6-2020            12-6-2020 
 

Morning Worship:  67     Spendable:            $4,009.00 
       Bld. & Grounds:          65.00 
       Benevolence:             100.00 
       TOTAL                   $4,174.00      

SPECIAL OFFERING FOR VILLA GROVE SCHOOL’S 
SNACK PACK PROGRAM 

SPONSORED BY THE YOUTH GROUP 

This year, it looks like we will not have our traditional 
Youth Sunday Service, because of COVID. The youth 
would still like to ask for a special offering. 

Last year, we collected for the Villa Grove School Snack Pack program, and it was 
greatly appreciated. We have decided to collect again this year. It has been a rough 
year, and this is one way that we can give to our youth in town. We will be collecting  
until  Dec. 13. We will have boxes set up in the cloak room. Thank you for helping 
the youth in our community for the holidays. If you would prefer to support with a 
monetary donation, please send it to VG School, 400 N. Sycamore, Villa Grove. 
ATTN: Snack Pack Program (please send any monetary donation directly to the 
school and not to the church). 

Thank you to all who donated to this year’s IN THANKS-GIVING project. 
The congregation donated two tubs of supplies and $693 toward our $750 
goal. The FCC Board added enough so we were able to donate $1000 to 
Choices Pregnancy & Health center. Your generosity has been a blessing 
to many moms and their families. 

 
There will be a blood drive on FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, from 4:00-
7:00 p.m. at First Christian Church, Villa Grove. The goal is 26  
donors.  To donate, you must have an appointment. To get  
scheduled, call the Blood Center at (217)367-2202, or  go online at  

http://login.bloodcenter.org/donor/schedules/



Arthur Home/Eberhardt Village- 20 residents and 7 staff members tested  
positive for COVID-19 
Brookstone Estates- 3 staff members tested positive for COVID-19, but no 
residents; all have been in lock down in their apartments since Thanksgiving 
Nancy Burkeen (Kate Shunk’s aunt)- incurable cancer 
Janet Cassida- had cataract surgery on Tuesday 
Laura Coile (Patti Groves’ niece)- in hospice at Sarah Bush Hospital; she is 
only 51 years old 
Mel Greeley (Judy Zylstra’s dad)- eye is healing and his doctor is pleased 
Shirley Hines- has Alzheimer’s and doesn’t recognize Jerry (her husband) 
David Smith (Brad & Maryanna Smith’s son)- tested positive for COVID-19, but 
is feeling better 
Barb Watson- has COVID pneumonia; on antibiotics, a steroid and oxygen 
Dustin Watson & his girlfriend- both positive for COVID-19, feeling better 
Greg Watson- in Regions Hospital in Terre Haute; tested positive for COVID-
19 and still on oxygen, but is feeling better 

During the holiday season, everyone is urged to mail or bring in a 
Christmas card to be posted on the bulletin board. This will be a 
card to the whole congregation. Not only is this a blessing to us 
all, but it can save a little stamp money, as your card is for every-
one! If you bring in a card on Sunday, just leave it on the counter 
in the copy room.  
 

THIS WEEK’S CARDS: 
John & Linda Dilliner  Lifeline Christian Bookstore 
Our friends at IDES  Choices Pregnancy & Health 

Dear Church Family, Thank you for your prayers, cards and phone 
calls while I was staying with my mother as she recuperated from 
COVID-19. Your prayers and concern helped me get through a  
difficult time! 

In Christian love, 
KAREN WILLIAMSON 

 
Dear FCC family, We want to thank you for showering Dad with  
birthday cards on his special day. He was surprised and truly  
appreciated your thoughtfulness. 

SARA & RYAN WILLIAMSON 

2020 Christmas Program 
 

FCC WILL have a Christmas program! It will be on December 20, at 
9:30 a.m. Of course, like everything else this year, it will be quite  
different. The theme is “Don’t Be Afraid,” and most of it will be  

pre-recorded by various FCC families. We plan to put the program 
online for those unable to join us in person. Thank you, Judy Zylstra, 

for organizing this huge undertaking! 



Service at the church building on December 6,  9:30 a.m. 
Greeter:  BRENDA ELAM 
Bible Study: No Study until January. 

 

Elder-On-Call for December: STEVE LACINE (841-1155) 
 

Mission of the Week: LITTLE GALILEE CHRISTIAN CAMP 
       Clinton, Illinois 
       Rob Shoaff, Executive Director 

 

 
REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 
Nina Boyer 
Brookstone Estates, Apt. 8 
1106 E. Northline Rd. 
Tuscola, IL  61953 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Website:  www.fccvg.com
Church E-mail: fccvg@frontier.com 
Minister: Mike Zylstra 
Home Phone: 681-1034 
Mike’s E-mail: fccvgmin@frontier.com 
Secretary: Brenda Elam 
Office Hours: 10:00-12:00/12:00-4:30 (T, Th, F) 
 
Elders: 
Elmer Decker Steve Lacine 
John Dilliner Chad Reno 
Bob Dowler Joe Rothermel 
 

 
 

Now is a Good Time for Lament 
12/8/2020 

 

COVID-19 has forced a great deal of changes and everyone has experienced 
loss. We are all suffering from COVID fatigue. We begin conversations with 
COVID. We’ve been in quarantine, we haven’t been able to attend a friend’s 
funeral, we’ve watched our favorite restaurant close permanently and sighed as 
children’s programming in church is cancelled. Teachers are overwhelmed, 
health care workers exhausted, and families are driven further apart when we 
need each other the most. Does it sound like whining? Maybe it’s not. 
 

In a blog posted by Chuck Sackett, preacher in Quincy, IL he says, “It’s not whining; It’s lament. By defi-
nition, a lament is a passionate expression of grief or sorrow. It is the only appropriate response when 
loss weighs more than hope, when despair overrides anticipation, when the heart breaks under circum-
stances beyond your control.  

Lament—the cry of a broken heart, a disappointed spirit, a discouraged mind. Lament—the only 
emotion known from which healing can emerge. Lament—when the soul rids itself of the acids that other-
wise lead to bitterness. Lament—the only cry known to satisfy the heart of those who want God to do 
more…to at least do something. 

God hears lament. It reaches His heart…because He, too, knows lament. He, too, suffers loss 
each day that we do. He, too, bears sorrow each day that we do. He, too, aches in tune with our broken 
hearts. Yet, He never bows to the gods of grief, disease or fear.” 

 

God’s prophet Habbakuk (3:17-18) provides us with more words of hope. “Though the fig tree does 
not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails, and the fields produce 
no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet will I rejoice in the 
Lord; I will be joyful in God my Savior.” 
 

“Yet will I!” Though all is hopeless, we have a choice. Choose God’s power over today’s pain. 
 
 

Mike 
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