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Morning Worship:  62     Spendable:   $5308.00 
       Benevolence:    27.00 
       TOTAL          $5335.00      

                 IN THANKS-GIVING 2020 

 

This year’s In Thanks-giving project will be in support of 
CHOICES PREGNANCY & HEALTH, which FCC has  
supported financially for many years. Thank you so much 
for your personal support of this mission. 

During November, we will be collecting monetary and supply donations for Choices Pregnancy & 
Health. We are hoping to collect $750 for them to replace 3 well-worn loveseats in their client 
room, to update the rooms and make them more comfortable. Any additional funds will be  
designated toward car seats, which often cost between $100 & $150. Car seats need to be  
replaced, as they have expiration dates. 
 

In addition, we will be collecting supplies from the list below, to help stock their “baby bucks” 
room. Choices Pregnancy & Health teaches classes to help their clients learn life skills. There is 
an “earn while you learn” program that allows clients to earn “baby bucks” to purchase items 
from what they have in stock. Please place items in the cloak room. 
 

Any monetary donations can be placed in the container in the front of the auditorium, or mailed 
to the FCC office. IF WRITING A CHECK, please write “In Thanks-giving” in the memo line. 
 

Items needed for the “baby bucks” room: 
Diapers (size 4 or 5), Baby wash/soap, Hygiene items for mom (shampoo, conditioner, body 
wash, lotion, toilet paper…), Laundry soap or dish soap, Formula (usually the Enfamil brand), 
Chapstick for clients, Disinfecting wipes/spray (for the office, as they go through a lot of these) 

Jeff & Helen Watson are grandparents again! CALLAHAN 
WATSON DEEM was born on Tuesday, October 27, weighed in 
at 7 lbs., 9 oz. and was 20” long. His parents, Daniel & Katie 
Deem, as well as Callahan’s big brothers, Preston &  
Griffin, are thrilled to welcome their new one. Congratulations 
to this family on their new addition!! 



                                                                           Nancy Burkeen (Kate Shunk’s aunt)- incurable cancer 
        Birth of Callahan Deem to Daniel & Kate Deem, Jeff & Helen 
        Watson’s newest grandson 
       Samantha Campbell (Doug & Kathy Raymer’s granddaughter; 
        Doug is Linda Soard’s cousin)- was in a bad car accident 
        last Saturday, is making progress; has blood sugar issues 
        Beverly Heflin- recovering from light case of COVID-19 
Becky Olson (teacher at VG Jr. High)- her cancer surgery went well 
Duane Piercy (minister of Victory Church, Camargo)- recovering from COVID-19 
Joyce Ritter- rotator cuff surgery went well 
Sherrill Shunk- has recovered from pneumonia, but has other health problems; she is back at Mattoon 
Health Care Center, in hospice 

To my beloved church family, 
Thank you to those who remembered me during Pastor Appreciation 
Month. I feel truly blessed to be your pastor. 
 

MIKE ZYLSTRA 

WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP MEETING 
Thursday, November 12-- 6:30 p.m. 

Hostess: BRENDA ELAM 
Devotions: SANDY BRAGG 

Missions: MARGARET BLACK 

 
**Last week… The retired teachers who attend First Christian 
Church put together donuts and fruit for the VG  
teachers, staff and administration last Monday,  
Oct. 26, in the church’s name. Just a little something to  
encourage them and let them know FCC supports  
and prays for them. 
 
 
 

**From now through November 15, we would like 
to hear what you are thankful or grateful for. This  
can be short or long, anonymous or sign your 
name. After you get your thoughts together, give 
them to Judy Zylstra or the church office by mail, 
text, phone call or message. 
 



Service at the church building on November 8- 9:30 a.m. 
Greeter:  BOB DOWLER 
Bible Study- Wednesday, November 4, 7:00 p.m. 
 

No Shut-in Communion (Assisted living facility is closed.) 
 

Elder-On-Call for November: BOB DOWLER (549-9791) 
 

Mission of the Week: OBLONG CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN HOME 
       Oblong, Illinois 
       Amy Kemp, Exec. Director of Operations 
 

REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 
Ray Shunk 
Brookstone Estates, Apt. 30 
1106 E. Northline Rd. 
Tuscola, IL  61953 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Website:  www.fccvg.com
Church E-mail: fccvg@frontier.com 
Minister: Mike Zylstra 
Home Phone: 681-1034 
Mike’s E-mail: fccvgmin@frontier.com 
Secretary: Brenda Elam 
Office Hours: 10:00-12:00/12:00-4:30 (W, Th, F) 
 
Elders: 
Elmer Decker Steve Lacine 
John Dilliner Chad Reno 
Bob Dowler Joe Rothermel 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Living by the Positivity Rating 
11/4/2020 

 

Many people are tuned into the COVID-19 positivity rate. As that number rises, so do many people’s 
fears. According to our Governor, when the positivity rating is 8% or above for 3 straight days, then that 
region reverts back to a previous stage of shut-down. Currently, (I got this information off the IDPH web-
site on Tuesday morning, 11/3/2020) if my Iowa math is correct, the State’s total positivity rate is 5.37% 
(423,502 confirmed cases out of 7,876,421 tests). Douglas County positivity rate is 6.9% (842 of 12,080). 
Champaign County positivity rate is 0.83% (6,906 of 826,901). If you look at the positivity rate by zip 
code you have these numbers. Villa Grove, 61956 is 4.1% (76 of 1,853). Camargo, 61919 is 3.1% (15 of 
480). Hindsboro, 61930 is 12.4% (19 of 153). Tuscola, 61953 is 4.8% (230 of 4,713). Arcola, 61910 is 
12.6% (371 of 2,950). Newman, 61942 is 3.1% (22 of 704). Pesotum, 61863 is 1.5% (22 of 1,420). To-
lono, 61880 is 1.6% (107 of 6,570). Philo, 61864 is 1.5% (42 of 2,709). Sidney, 61877 is 1.8% (39 of 
2,127). Broadlands, 61816 is 4.6% (16 of 345). Homer, 61849 is 1.4% (24 of 1,763). Urbana, 61802 is 
1.2% (482 of 39,258) and Champaign, 61822 is 1.1% (546 of 50,622). Brocton and Hume did not have 
any tests or confirmed cases reported. 
 

My point: we need to stay safe and treat COVID-19 with the respect it deserves. BUT, instead of ob-
sessing over these numbers, God wants us to focus on the 100% positivity rate that all people have 
sinned. Fortunately, there is a 100% positivity rate that Jesus died on the cross to save us of our sin. His 
words, “It is finished,” point to the 100% rate at which Jesus completed everything needed for our  
salvation. Our response needs to be 100% positive as we love the Lord with 100% of our heart, soul, 
mind and strength, and love our neighbor as ourselves. Let these be the only positivity ratings that  
consume your mind. 
 

Mike 

http://www.fccvg.com
mailto:fccvg@frontier.com
mailto:fccvgmin@frontier.com

