
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
VILLA GROVE, ILLINOIS 

 
PHONE: 832-5231 

FAX: 832-9348 
 

November 17, 2020 

             ATTENDANCE            OFFERING 
      11-15-2020            11-15-2020 
 

Morning Worship:  62     Spendable:            $5,698.00 
       In Thanks-giving:       365.00 
       Memorials:                   40.00 
       TOTAL                   $6,103.00      

                 IN THANKS-GIVING 2020 

This year’s In Thanks-giving project will be in support of 
CHOICES PREGNANCY & HEALTH, which FCC has  
supported financially for many years. Thank you so much 
for your personal support of this mission. 

During November, we will be collecting monetary and supply donations for Choices Pregnancy 
& Health. We are hoping to collect $750 for them to replace 3 well-worn loveseats in their client 
room, to update the rooms and make them more comfortable. Any additional funds will be  
designated toward car seats, which often cost between $100 & $150. Car seats need to be  
replaced, as they have expiration dates. 
 

In addition, we will be collecting supplies from the list below, to help stock their “baby bucks” 
room. Choices Pregnancy & Health teaches classes to help their clients learn life skills. There is 
an “earn while you learn” program that allows clients to earn “baby bucks” to purchase items 
from what they have in stock. Please place items in the cloak room. 
 

Any monetary donations can be placed in the container in the front of the auditorium, or mailed 
to the FCC office. IF WRITING A CHECK, please write “In Thanks-giving” in the memo line. 
 

Items needed for the “baby bucks” room: 
Diapers (size 4 or 5), Baby wash/soap, Hygiene items for mom (shampoo, conditioner, body 
wash, lotion, toilet paper…), Laundry soap or dish soap, Formula (usually the Enfamil brand), 
Chapstick for clients, Disinfecting wipes/spray (for the office, as they go through a lot of these) 

Once again, it’s time for OPERATION G.I.F.T.! If you would 
like to help out, your monetary donation can be dropped off at 
the Villa Grove State Bank, put in the offering (making sure to 
write “OPERATION G.I.F.T. on the memo line) or given to 
KATE SHUNK. Donations will be collected until November 22. 



Kailyn Anderson (Ray Weaver’s granddaughter)- 16-years old, from St.  
Joseph, has COVID-19 
Nancy Burkeen (Kate Shunk’s aunt)- incurable cancer 
Cindy Coombes- has COVID-19; prayers for her recovery and that no one in 
her family gets it 
Mel Greeley (Judy Zylstra’s dad)- has eye surgery on Wednesday; travel 
mercies for Judy, as she drives to and from Minnesota 
Garland Hubert- had 2nd cataract surgery on Monday 
98-year old great grandma of Ellie, Ollie, Josiah and Sammy Oberg- has 
COVID-19 
Greg Ritter (Joyce’s husband)- heart catherization on Thursday 
Jett Sinkes- has been exposed to COVID-19 

SPECIAL OFFERING FOR VILLA GROVE SCHOOL’S 
SNACK PACK PROGRAM 

SPONSORED BY THE YOUTH GROUP 

This year, it looks like we will not have our traditional 
Youth Sunday Service, because of COVID. The youth 
would still like to ask for a special offering. 

Last year, we collected for the Villa Grove School Snack Pack program, and it was 
greatly appreciated. We have decided to collect again this year. It has been a 
rough year, and this is one way that we can give to our youth in town. We will be 
collecting from Nov. 22-Dec. 13. We will have boxes set up in the cloak room. 
Thank you for helping the youth in our community for the holidays. If you would 
prefer to support with a monetary donation, please send it to VG School, 400 N. 
Sycamore, Villa Grove. ATTN: Snack Pack Program (please send any monetary 
donation directly to the school and not to the church. 
 

ADDRESS CHANGE: 
Lloyd & Marilyn Kellems 

1005 Booker St. 
Diboll, TX 75941 

Because of COVID-19, the  
annual Community  

Thanksgiving Service has 
been cancelled. 



Service at the church building on November 22- 9:30 a.m. 
Greeter:  SARAH CANNON 
Bible Study: Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Elder-On-Call for November: BOB DOWLER (549-9791) 
 

Mission of the Week: MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION 
       Villa Grove & Camargo, Illinois 
       Villa Grove & Camargo Ministers 
 
 

 
REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 
Sherrill Shunk 
Mattoon Health Care Center 
2121 S. 9th St. 
Mattoon, IL  61938 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Website:  www.fccvg.com
Church E-mail: fccvg@frontier.com 
Minister: Mike Zylstra 
Home Phone: 681-1034 
Mike’s E-mail: fccvgmin@frontier.com 
Secretary: Brenda Elam 
Office Hours: 10:00-12:00/12:00-4:30 (W, Th, F) 
 
Elders: 
Elmer Decker Steve Lacine 
John Dilliner Chad Reno 
Bob Dowler Joe Rothermel 
 

 
Pray for One Another 

11/17/2020 
 

A ship was wrecked during a storm and only two men survived. They swam 
to safety on a deserted island. After taking stock of their meager supplies, the 
survivors agreed that their only hope was to pray. Since the two men were 
from different religious backgrounds, they decided to find out whose prayers 
were more powerful. They divided the island in half and committed to staying 
only on their side and see the effectiveness of their prayers. 
 

The first man prayed diligently for food and the next morning a fruit-bearing 
tree appeared. The other man's parcel remained barren. The first man prayed 

 for meat and soon several birds flew to his side of the island and were easily snared. The second man 
could only find coconuts and grubs to eat. The first man prayed for shelter and clothes. The winds shifted 
and several wooden crates filled with clothes floated to his side of the island. The second man struggled 
to protect himself from the elements with palm branches. Finally, the first man wanted to leave the island, 
so he prayed for a ship. In the morning he found a completely sea-worthy  
sailing sloop beached on his side of the island. The first man boarded, set the sail, and was intending to 
leave the other man behind. After all, he reckoned, the second man obviously had no connection to God 
as he had received no blessings.  
 

As the first man was about to shove the boat into the water, he heard a booming voice from heaven, “Why 
are you leaving your companion behind?” The man replied, “My blessings are mine alone, since I was 
the one who prayed for them. That man’s prayers went unanswered. He doesn’t deserve this blessing.” 
“You are mistaken!” God rebuked, “That man had only one prayer, which I did answer. That man prayed 
that I would grant you everything you prayed for.” 
 

James 5:16b - Pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is 
powerful and effective. 
 

Mike 

 

http://www.fccvg.com
mailto:fccvg@frontier.com
mailto:fccvgmin@frontier.com


My Dear Church family, 
 

As you already know, the cases of COVID-19 are spiking in the area and the 
Governor has enacted some stricter rules regarding social gatherings at bars 
and restaurants. So far, as best I have been able to ascertain, gatherings for 
worship that are done with the sanitizing, physical distancing and mask-
wearing protocols are unaffected. Other meetings for weddings, funerals,  
reunions, homecomings and non-worship functions are not recommended. 
 

The Elders met on Wednesday night and we decided that, as long as we can, 
we will continue to meet for our weekly worship gatherings, in one service, at 
9:30 a.m. every Sunday. We also encourage those who are feeling ill, are  
immune-compromised or are feeling ill at ease with meeting to stay home. We 
will continue to post an audio version of the weekly communion meditation 
and sermon on our church website. 

http://www.fccvg.org/media/Sunday-sermons 
 

The Elders were in agreement that we will not add Sunday School gatherings 
for the Winter quarter, and will look at again for March, 2021. Brenda Logan has 
already decided to keep the Youth Group meetings via ZOOM for the  
foreseeable future. 
 

We had hoped that we would be on the downside of COVID-19 by now. But it 
isn’t looking like that will be happening for awhile, especially when you add in 
all of the usual colds and flus of the winter season. 
 

In the meantime, please know that you are being prayed for and your service in 
God’s Kingdom doesn’t stop just because of these pandemic restrictions.  
Continue to worship God every chance you get. Continue to spread the Gospel 
to those who need to hear it.  Continue to serve the Lord with gladness. You 
are the church...continue to be the church outside of the walls of the building. 
 

Lovingly, 
Mike Zylstra 

 


