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More Opportune Time 
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Jesus had gone to John the Baptizer where, through His immersion, He “fulfilled all righteousness.” The 
Holy Spirit led Him into a wilderness where He fasted for 40 days and nights. Jesus was physically and 
emotionally exhausted when Satan showed up. Three times Satan appealed to Jesus’ base desires and 
three times Jesus resisted, leaning on the power of scripture. Luke 4:13 tells us that Satan left Jesus 
“until an opportune time.” 
 

Fast forward about 3 years. (Luke 22:1ff) Satan has entered Judas, and Judas sought out the chief 
priests and discussed how he might betray Jesus. They were delighted, of course. Their chance to  
eliminate Jesus fell right into their lap. They were probably willing to give Judas whatever he asked. “30 
pieces of silver? 4 months wages? No problem! We’ve got that in our pockets. Is there anything else? A 
promotion to the temple treasury, or maybe a seat on the Sanhedrin?” No! Judas was satisfied, and 
scripture said he began looking for an “opportunity to betray Jesus.” Did you catch that. All the gospel 
writers use the term “opportunity.” Was this Satan’s “opportune time” he promised to find? 
 

We think opportunities are always positive. They aren’t. In Mark 6, Herodias looked for an “opportunity” 
to have John the Baptist beheaded, and found it when Herod celebrated his birthday, and Salome 
danced for him and the king promised her anything she wanted.  
 

In the Old Testament, King Saul was continually looking for an “opportunity” to kill David. In 1 Samuel 
18, he even used a potential marriage between his daughter Michal and David to put David in a position 
where the Philistines would kill him. 
 

Satan is still looking for opportunities to destroy God’s children. COVID-19 could be one of those  
opportunities. When we are weakened, frustrated or on each other’s last nerve, we need to rely on 
God’s word more than ever. Jesus did. Judas did not. Scripture keeps us strong. 
 

Mike 

Mike Campbell (Larry Mulvaney’s brother-in-law)- 
suspended chemo treatments; hospice has been 
called in 
Praise! Dave Forsythe is finished with chemo; he 
will have a scan in May- prayers that it will be 
clear 
Family of Denny Holsapple- Joe Holsapple’s 
brother from Louisiana 
Matt McKillop (son-in-law of Barb Watson’s best 
friend)- diagnosed with COVID-19, and is 
recovering 
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No services at the church building on April 12. 
 
No Shut-in Communion (Assisted living facility is closed) 
 
Elder-On-Call for April: ELMER DECKER (832-8589) 
 

 
 
REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 
Nina Boyer 
Brookstone Estates 
1106 E. Northline Road 
Tuscola, IL  61953 
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