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“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were terrified.   
 But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; 

he is Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.’ 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 
God and saying,  ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom 

his favor rests.’” 
 

Luke 2:8-14 

YOUTH SUNDAY-- December 9, 2018 

Our Youth Groups will be leading the service  

and presenting special music. 

Sunday Morning Celebration will present  

“Live From Bethlehem.” 

Join us for this very special worship service!! 

The Celebration Choir will present their Christmas musical, “A 
Son Is Given” on Sunday, December 16, during the worship  

service.  The program also features our Youth, joining the choir 
for one of the songs. Please plan on joining us for a very special 

worship service! 

During the holiday season, everyone is urged to mail or to 
bring in a Christmas card to be posted on the bulletin board. 
This will be a card to the whole congregation. Not only is this 
a blessing to us all, but it can save a little stamp money, as 
your card is for everyone! If you bring in a card, just leave it 
on the secretary’s desk. All the cards will be posted, and all 
the senders’ names will be listed in the SON TIMES. 

THIS WEEK 
Judi Lock Kent & Brenda Elam 
IDES 



December 2, 2018 
Auditorium    112  Sunday School 
Nursery        5  Nursery   4 Blessed Believers  15 
Celebration            17  SMC (Age 3-1st Grade) 4 Ambassadors  6 
TOTAL    134  King’s Kids (Gr. 2-5) 11 The Fellowship  33  
    Grades 6-8  6 Chosen Ones  6 
    High School  8 TOTAL   94 
OFFERING $5178.58       
Spendable             $4953.58 
Worship (coffee)      25.00 
Evangelism      80.00 
Benevolence    120.00   

Jean Dugan- still in OSF Hospital; doing better 
Dan Fellner (Raven Uptmor’s uncle)- pancreatic cancer 
Angela Hatten (Raven Uptmor’s mom)- surgery on December 5 
Forrest Landreth (friend of Jeff & Helen Watson)- has Hodgkin's 
disease; going to Barnes for  a consult for a stem cell transplant 
People of Taylorville and other towns affected by Saturday’s  
tornadoes- dealing with the aftermath; Kent & Brenda Elam’s kids 
& grandsons live in Taylorville 

Women’s Christian Fellowship  
Upcoming Events... 

 

December 11- The bus will be going to PMSL to help sew 
name labels on residents’ Christmas gifts. Bus will leave at 
8:00am (not going December 7) 
December 13- In lieu of the regular meeting, WCF will be 
taking Christmas gifts and caroling for our nursing home 
residents. The bus will leave the church at 9:00am. The 
group will have lunch at Yoder’s in Arthur at noon, then 
head to Champaign to see our ladies there. If you would  
like to go, contact Judi Lock. 

You are a blessing! Dear friends at First 
Christian Church, thank you for your  
participation in our 2018 Baby Bottle  

Blessings fundraiser! We are grateful for your 
donation of $528.50! Your support helps  
provide accurate information and caring  
services to those who come for free and  

confidential help in their unplanned  
pregnancy. You make a difference! 
CHOICES PREGNANCY & HEALTH 

The Fisher Area Churches are bringing in the band CAROLLTON 
to share their music ministry and some great Christmas songs 
on FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 7:00PM at the DEWEY COMMUNITY 
CHURCH. There is no cost to attend, but an offering will be  
received to help with expenses. Refreshments will also be 
served.  

The Celebration Choir and the Blessed Believers 
Sunday School class will have a Christmas party at 
the home of Dave & Jean Forsythe on SATURDAY, 

DECEMBER 8, at 6:30 p.m. Everyone is asked to 
bring finger foods/snacks to share. If you need  

directions to the Forsythe’s home, call the church 
office. 



FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Website:  www.fccvg.com 
Church E-mail: fccvg@frontier.com 
Minister: Mike Zylstra 
Home Phone: 681-1034 
Mike’s E-mail: fccvgmin@frontier.com 
Office Hours: 9:00-1:00 (M, W, Th, F) 
Secretary: Brenda Elam 
Office Hours: 9:00-12:00/12:30-4:30 (Mon.-Fri.) 
 
Elders: 
Steve Bragg 
Elmer Decker 
John Dilliner 
Chad Reno 
Joe Rothermel 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2018 
Elder:  JOHN DILLINER 
Offering Prayer:  SYDNEY EISENMENGER 
Communion: AKERS, HARRIS, ELAM, LILLARD, WALDROP 
Youth Group will take up the offering. 
West Door Greeter: DAVE & CYNDI REESER 
South Door Greeter: JANICE THODE 
Coffee Fix & Clean-up:  GLENDA CASE 
AM Nursery:  BECKY SINKES 
SS Nursery: MARYANNA SMITH 
Offering Scripture: KATE EISENMENGER  (Romans 6:23) 
Shut-in Communion: DILLINER/STANFIELD 
Elder-On-Call for December: JOHN DILLINER (621-9807) 
 
REMEMBER THOSE IN ASSISTED LIVING 
John & Shirley Waldrop 
Brookstone Estates, Room 23 
1106 E. Northline Rd. 
Tuscola, IL  61953 

 
MORNING WORSHIP   9:30 A.M. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL                  11:00 A.M. 
SUNDAY MORNING CELEBRATION 9:30 A.M. 
(Christmas Program this Sunday)  
YOUTH GROUP  (December 16)  4:30 P.M. 
CELEBRATION CHOIR   6:00 P.M. 
 

BIBLE STUDY- December 5  7:00 P.M. 
 

The Gold Wrapping Paper - by Roy Fowler 
12/4/2018 

 

   Once upon a time, there was a man who worked very hard just to keep food on 
the table for his family. This particular year, a few days before Christmas, he was 
upset with his little five-year-old daughter after learning that she had used up the 
family’s only roll of expensive gold wrapping paper. 

   As money was tight, he became even more upset when on Christmas Eve he saw that the child had 
used all of the expensive gold paper to decorate one shoe box she had put under the Christmas tree. He 
also was concerned about where she had gotten money to buy what was in the shoe box. 
   Nevertheless, the next morning the little girl, filled with excitement, brought the gift box to her father 
and said, "This is for you, Daddy!" 
   As he opened the box, the father was embarrassed by his earlier overreaction, now regretting how 
upset he had gotten with her. 
   When he opened the shoe box, he found it was empty and again he was upset. "Don’t you know, 
young lady," he said harshly, "when you give someone a present, there’s supposed to be something 
inside the package!" 
   The little girl looked up at him with sad tears rolling from her eyes and whispered: "Daddy, it’s not 
empty. I blew kisses into it until it was all full." 
   The father was crushed. He fell on his knees and put his arms around his precious little girl. He 
begged her to forgive him for his unnecessary anger. 
 

In a very real sense, each of us has been given an invisible, golden box filled with unconditional love 
and kisses from our God. The kisses come in the form of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. There is no more 
precious possession anyone could hold. 

 

Mike 
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